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Bibliographical Notes. 1 3 1 

Report for 1 902-1 903 of the Gymnasium of Dortmund, where the author is 
Oberlehrer, and is well provided with bibliographical references. The main 
subjects treated are : The care of the individual soul, all souls, mourning 
by fasting, how the dead eat, transition of gifts to the dead into sacrifices 
for the dead. Under these headings are discussed, with more or less detail, 
the following topics : Feeding the dead before burial, and feasts of the sur- 
vivors before the burial; the placing of food for the dead inside and out- 
side the grave ; the " corpse feast " immediately after the burial at the 
grave or at the house ; the final feast some time after the burial ; the repe- 
tition of the " corpse feast; " continued feeding of the dead at the grave, in 
the house, or near by ; occasional feeding of all souls and feeding of all 
souls at fixed times and days. 

As for the living among primitive men fire, meat, and drink are the chief 
necessities of life, so are they for the dead in folk-thought. In the words of 
Professor Sartori, " Care of the dead begins with feeding and, in most cases, 
ends with it." Very interesting is the transition from the multiform feed- 
ing of the dead to sacrifices for them, often ending in offerings to the church 
and the clergy or legacies for priestly feasts, with the obligation of prayers 
for the departed. Thus the ancient offering to the dead has become a 
modern offering for them. In some parts of Germany in the sixteenth 
century the clergy were rudely dubbed " eaters of the dead." The payment 
of money for masses for the dead has a long history behind it. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

Adan Quiroga. La Cruz en America (Arqueologia Argentina). 

Con un Prdlogo de Samuel a Lafone Quevedo, M. A. Buenos Aires, 

mcmi. Pp. xxiv, 280. 

This volume, provided with summaries of chapter-contents, indexes of 
authors and subjects (the last, pages 266-280, double columns), 97 text 
figures and numerous foot-notes, treats of the following topics : The cross 
in America, the cruciform sign and its , distribution, the symbolic cross in 
Peruvian archaeology, the cross and the gods of the air and the atmospheric 
myths, the cross and the number four, the cruciform symbol of Calchaquf, 
the cross in funerary pottery, the cross on idols, fetishes, amulets, etc., the 
cross in petrographs and pictographs, the combined symbols of the cross 
and the frog. The author's general conclusion is that " rain is the 
fundamental motif of religion and the cross its symbol." This central idea, 
in its relations to the atmospheric phenomena, the sacrosanct number four, 
the rain and water creatures, etc., and played upon by the fancies of the in- 
numerable Indian tribes, has produced the symbolism discussed in these 
interesting pages. Dr. Quiroga's theory of the origin of the cross and its 
religious significance, born really from contemplating the culture and en- 
vironment of ancient Calchaquf, maintains the indigenous origin of this 
symbol as found in America, and while one cannot agree with all his de- 
ductions, his work is indispensable to all students of the religion and sym- 
bolism of the ancient and the modern aborigines of the New World. 

Alexander F Chamberlain. 



